NOTE: This newspaper appearance was divided 
and enlarged to fill 8 4%" x 11" pages, roughly in 
the manner shown below. 


A Christmas [ree Caper 


il afraid that ae 
2: 
| runs through the milidle of yo r 


| house.” 


' ‘Trista D, 3 ividlet ¢ 
iaanares ae, Dante ae you : 
-| positive of that?” | ° 
‘ “T just had my! di . 
| veyed? " T said. “Boca tde 1 T wo: 
|300 feet of fencing’ on a 
| show. It’s a a welde 
‘wine mesh.” “ 
| Her voice was acidly sweet. 
(“And you intend to 


‘born on the 


the British at st Indies?" 


She blinked. “Should I?” : 


“That was the ay ston tha 
won me the fencing; I also ge 
 double-stall calf creep fee 
jand 50 bags of c ken mas 

use I knew that Grove 
Cleveland's first name was St 
phen.” I looked about the pleas 
ft suniit room. “It was on 

da National Farm Week o 
something like that. I happe 
to be in the audience and th 
io master picked me at ran 


‘She studied me for i abate 
Buess ae about as sss 


i saodded. “So the ere r 
th 300 feet of fendiaig as 
steel f I didn 
iknow quite what to da with it: 
And then the thought struc 
that it might be a good idea 
use it on the boundary lin 
tween your pr an 
e. The only trouble was tha 
didn't know syacly where the 
i hs pace inthe Spring 
ug ce e Sp 
. Hanson just sort of waved 
a hand at the row of apple trees 
. and said that’s WETS the Prop: 
erty ended.” 


“Those e cpee treeg are ae 


initely My bisa ene 


I noken @ out of the. window. 

“They need pruning.’ 
“Just one moment, ' Trista 
a She left the r and re- 
ed in two min with the 


to her property.| “This de- 
the exact meakurements 


SHORT STORY 


wee ee well, I'll get to 
wor yy 

I watched Wim go and then 
sat, down o ee the porch swing. 

ven't non one of these 

in years.”’ 

A m and white sedan 
slow n thei el Yoad and 
turned/ ea the driveway. 


eter at me and 
age it worried. “That's 


and Mre. Meredith. They’re . 


Moving this place.” 


gp StGrrE> awinging. “You're 
selling?” 

She sighed. “Yes. M 

job ‘took him to the West Coast 
and it looks. t. So my 


permanen 
ey gave me the house, But 
ve an apartment.in the city 
-* She re led me oyene 
ty. Svabour this boundary .. 
regs you wouldn’t say ag 
quien not until 5ri4 Gavin 


ave keep quiet,” I aid. “And 
swing back and forth.” 


father’s 


"That's Mr, ond! Mrs, Meredith They’ re buying Hl 


 hlajudged -you, Mr. Brannon,” 
:  “That’s quite alll right,” I said. 
‘ “Practically evetybody does.” 


‘3 
'  Meredlin; rub 
{ “Nice to have _f\kcod neighbor: 


‘ When we get place fixed up, 
t : drop over and im sharpen ‘up 
pant golf' game. ]'m tearing out 
; that flower garden in the back 
‘Sand installing a putting green.” 


‘ ‘‘Prista: blinke ardens going 


ito tear out! the 


: He —— “You won't recog: 
; nize ce' when we're 
' through | eg it. Frankly we 


“bought it for the: location. We'll 
“spend more changing it to fit 
‘us than: ‘what we're paying to 
‘get jt” | 

Mrs. Meredith : agreed. ‘This 
porch has got td go, We'll rip 
i 


: ae eb 


smother here on; evenings ... 
sand ,the dlirhbing froses . . .” 


en = 
A 


' down 


his hands. _ 


Trista repeated 


We 


“Ty 
me, ‘| 
to ge 
: Is 
times 
you t 
I didi 


that It might be @ 
se it on the bo 
your pr 
ea. ne. "The only trouble was tha 
didn’t know exactly where the! 
It this place inthe Cong, 
ught ce é@ sp 
. Hanson just sort of waved 
a hand at the row of apple trees 
and said that’s where the prop-: 
erty ended.” ] 


“Those apple treeg are def- 
tely mine. My himself ne 
them himse 


I Jooked out of the. ‘window. 
“THey need | pruning.” 


“Just one moment," Trista 
said. She left the r and re- 
turned in two minutes with the: 

to her property.| “This de- 

the exact measurements 

ae this land. And I know the. 

ed is flawless. I happen to be 
al lawyer.” 


| Really? So ain I.”. r a: 


5 gs is that nevet : 
éntion. any buildings. Just the : 
hsions of the lard, eked 
Hanson didn’t even kno 
‘he owned part of you 
hpuse. Did you ever have 
dyor pace the land?"’. 


, in no. But I’ve 
g te se apple trees 
just took it f grant 
* She thought about it, / 
’m going to have my plac¢ 
ed immedia nately." 
a mnatter of | 


the surveyor ont ‘hired ds still | 
He’s waiting outside. ” 


suspicious. 


: 
to 


se 
He EYES became 
"I urvesone Fi hire, 


re name is Gavin,” I said,” 
jek around here, so maybe 
u know him.” 


; face 
t relative.” 
ne went out to the front | 
ch, where Gavin waited. 
ta_smiled. “Good ‘morning, 
nry. This man claims that. he I 
part of my house;’’ 


Gavin looked uncorhfortable.’ 
er, to the fig- 
res on his deed, he does, Tris-; 


sft 8s 
two deeds overlap 


and thee” some clerical error. 
you ought to be. able to; 
that one if you take it to, 
court, i Tista. 


“On the other hand, 


per. “The trquble -with | “Wy 


, my own 


; half a 


e’ more. 


yel Youd | and 
veway. 


#lanced at me and 
it worried. “That's 


pn 


turned Ai up the 


looked a © 


My. and Mrs. Meredith. They’re . 


buying this place.” 


i STOPPED swinging. “You're 
selling?” 

She sighed. “Yes. My father’s 
Job took him to the West Coast 
and it looks. permanent. So my 
Pave gave me the Rouse, But 

ve an apartment-in 
an -”* She re 
ly. about Ncukin’ 


t least, not vot una it Meee vig 
finished.” 


“TN keep quiet,” fod Tad “And 
swing back and 

Both Mr. and Mes. Meredith 
were large and florid 

He advanced over "the lawn 
with a. ee air and re- 


Trista ‘glanced uneasily at me 
for a moment. “It’s a deal.” 
Mrs. Meredith eyed the house 


| with what seemed to.me to. be 


inherent disapproval. “We're 
' going to make quite a few 


' changes.” 


Gavin reappeared around the 
“Soe -of the house. He piabbed 
at some perspiration on ce 

with a handkerchief. “I just did 


pea some preliminary ee ae: Testa, Trista, 


non really does own half of this 
house.” ” 


scowled and turned 


to me. there some boundary 


— Phen ti 
cleared. “He’s a dis- | 
: “Just a fact.” 


“Not exactly a dispute,” I sdid. 


His eyes went back to Trista. 
“Were you trying to sell me 
use?” 

Trista flushed. “Of course not. 
‘I didn’t think it was true until 


; Just this. moment. Naturally the . 
“sale is off.” 


think we all o ‘to get too 
: ex¢ited. If you'll just t out 
what you've always the 
boundary e is, «» Miss 

1+ oe Til be glad to sell 
| Raa even Ze a dollar. 


i Qrop over me. tne snarpen :up 
> our golf! tearing out 
_; that flowe "garden in the Back 
hand installing a putting green.” 
: ““Peista blink “You're going 
ito tear out! the den? 
: He nodded. “Yi won't recog: 
i the ce’ when we're 
‘through | with it Frankly we 


“bought it for the: location. We'll 

Spend more changing it to fit 
‘what we're paying to 

‘get it” | i 

Mrs. Meredith‘ agreed. “This 

: Pome has got td go. We'll rip 


. “But... but my 
my ather used | to 
‘sit: evenings, . 
“an the dlimbing roses . 
i e’ll have thdse apple trees 
‘bulkdoz out,” Meredith said. 
“They Pe the ;play look too 
feountey tire | and we just want 
: Trista’s dyes vent from the 
climbing roses, the row of 
ppple trees, and, figuratively at 
4 t, to the gardén in the back 


of the house. She took a deep 
id turn ‘to the Mere. 


: ae chariged ny mind,” she 
aid firmly. “I wn’t sell.” And 
I thought she implied, “To yon, 
pny ro a 


eaathshreceng 
ve youre ver! agreement 
ee sale and that’s bindin 
You're a lawyer and you ought 
fo k know that. Mr. Brannon is 


| deep 


it. out of ejrdin. And I'Jl 
running up jthe fence to- 
le thing.” I smiled 

iabl Mrs. M edith. ““Who- 
does the ‘dishes in your 
ask my per- 
‘own half the 


; ' Meredith glowerp 
a verbal 
ell, too. You can’! 


reement to 
-back out of 


”" "_itista repeated 


. “And you 


a nodded. “wouldn’ t think of aceomp!l 
it. But F ma the verbal agree. ofi Presi 
Pentriea to ‘ha Triste. She hasn’t = [n. 18 
at she vould buy.” thori2 

| Trista toned at the gratefully. Hawaii. 
irefuse to buy.” She turneil Ih 19¢ 
the Merediths. “But of course and nat 

a may stilt buy sind half of the on 

iA th 

ared, Americ: 


“se” 


¥en 


get to 


r. and! Mrs, Meredith They're buying this place." 


* misjudged ‘you, Mr. Brannon,” 
: “That's quite alll right,” I said. 
i “Practically eveitybody doses.” 


5 
| Meredith) rubjed his hands. 
i 


“Nice to’ have ajgood neighbor: 


: When we get th place fixed up, 


t ‘ drop over li sharpen ‘up 
‘our golf! game. I'm tearing out 
; that flower garden in the back 


, and d installing a putting green.” 
‘| ‘Prista: blink Youre going 
, jto te tear out! the 


He nodded. “Yi won't recog: 
; nize ‘place! when we're 
' through | he with it. Frankly we 
“bought it for the location. We'll 
“spend more changing it to fit 
‘us than : ‘what we're paying to 
‘get jt” | 
; Mrs. Metedith: agreed. “This 
‘porch , has got td go. We'll rip 


i 
ry 
i 
» 


; 


‘mather and my ather used to 
‘sit:here on; 4 evenings . 
and jthe dlimbing roses . . .” 


‘important thing,” I said, “and 


“Rip it 2” Trista repeated 
junbe ingly. “But... but my 


men be no Seneaanunm: 
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_> We watched their 4 move rivets oan 3 Contracts 
down the driveway. JULIE'S STUDIOS 30 wat 


| “Thank you,” Trista | said to: 6 PRIVATE Less, 39” 
me. “I really didn’t kn| w how FIELDS — et a at wv yes 


to get out of that.” 
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one mustn't rush into it./I would 


prefer. ad 


She had the faintest 
her lips. “And if I ref 


begin moving the chicken mash ee. LOVE & MARRIAGR 
into my half of the living room.” gussoun, tof cond as Ss a 
I did not have to. mbve the Professional, aaa) weaithy 
chicken mash and after the third | pq ‘ootla ances MEN 
conference. we ‘no longe talked | WHo cK AL alD or arian 32 
about the land. ; be tak — wath a fie oto ipo. 008 
I never did sell it fo Her ‘Sha MS ways invited. 


3S 


Yoad and 
y. 

me and 
. “That's 


. They’re . 


. “You're 


’ father's 
ast Coast 
t. So my 
use, But 
| the city 
me even- 
ry...I 


nything. 
Gavin fs 


id. “And 


Meredith 


eae 


i; Muy UVEL BiG dl Snarpen up 
: our golf! game. ‘Tm tearing out 
, that flower garden in the back 

tand installing a putting green.” 


‘ “‘fwista blinked. 
ito tear out! the garden?” 


: He nodded. “¥bit won't recog: 
;nize the iplace’ when we're 
' through | with it. Frankly we 
“bought it for the location. We'll 
“spend more changing it to fit 
‘us than what we're paying to 
“get it” | 

i Mrs, Metedith: agreed. “This 
ei has BOS td go. We'll rip 


Re en is Trista repeated 

“But... but my 

"ine ather ayes to 

ist ‘here nd evenings ... 
= the dlimbing oses...” 


ell have thdse apple trees 
‘bull tos out,” Meredith said. 
“Théy ke the ;play look too 
icountryfi a) and we just want 
ke ocacioae 
Trista’s 
climbing 


Ey 


ayes vent from the 
rdses, , to the row of 
le trees, and, figuratively at 

, to tha garden in the back 
of the house. Sh took a deep 
rie id turne ‘to the Mere- 


e 

; “I’ve changed ry mind,” she 

said firmly. “I won't sell.” And 
thought “othe ee “To you, 

yway.” | 

: Meredith tfrov 

ve 


ind you nie 
+ Brannon is 


You're a la 
to: know thht. 
a witness,” i 


i 


Ml 


ae 
my 


throat. “I 
a put the chicken 
living room. To 


Pte tout of thejrain. And I'll 
running up ithe fence to- 
Hite first thing.” I smiled 
iabl "at Mrs. Meredith. ‘“Who- 
aa we 2 pan in your 
sé w ave my per- 
a oT own half the 


eeae glowered. “And yon 
made a verbal agreement to 
‘Sap too, You can’t back out of 


oh nodded. “Wouldn’ t think of 
it But F made the verbal agree. 
ent to sell Trista. She hasn’t 
that she would buy.” 
|. Trista looked at me gratefully. 
jrefuse to buy.” She turned 
the. Merediths. “But of course 
wn site ean 


“You're going 


aure 


times. “Of course I. sale Ta sell | 
iy that land for a do far, but 
didn’t say when.” 


one mustn’t rush into iti. would 
Suggest conferences and discus. 
sions for the next lays at 
least. In the eveniness you 
prefer.” 

She had the faintest 
her lips. “And if I ref 


I looked up at the s “T will 
begin moving the chicken mash 
into my half of the livin room.” 

I did not have to. mbve the 
chicken mash and after the third 
conference. weno longe talked 
about the land. 


I never sell it to Her. She ! 
acquired it Jointly, so td speak, 
and her folks use yi house 
‘when they come from sicoria 
. to visit us. 
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‘The moon is a 

las quarter. 

@ morning stars are 
ripier and Saturn. 

* The evening star is Mhrs. 
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Haypaii. 
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